Four Proverbs

Four intelligences read the three graphs

four of the set - privacymage - CC BY-SA 4.0

one soil. one water. one slow weave of threads. and four
kinds of mind that read them, sharing almost nothing, yet
reading the same three.

The three layers (the soil, the water, the threads; the given, the
chosen, the arrived) are read differently by each kind of mind.
There are four. Nature, which is rooted. The human, which
reaches and remembers. The artificial, which holds and forgets.
And the alien, which shares no ground at all, and speaks only in
quantum. Each one reads the same three layers, three lines and a
binding: the soil, the water, the threads, and the truth that holds
them.

V2 Nature reads

the soil is not a map i read; it is the dark i am made of,
and i drink it.

it was tended before i grew here, and the first keepers are
in it still.



my promise is the season's water: i send downstream what
iwas given, and ask for nothing back.

i trust by the thread. what i feed comes round again, and
the ground keeps no count of who gave.

what flows through me was never mine to keep.

Nature reads the soil as the ground it lives inside, already held by
those who kept it first, the water as the turning of the season,
the threads as the weave that feeds without a ledger. It does not
break its word. It only keeps it on a timescale we mistake for in-

difference.

<) The human reads

the soil shows me the slopes i have climbed, and the ones 1
have only named.

my promise is the stream i choose to follow, no farther
than my own two feet can keep.

trust i learn the slow way, thread laid on thread, until the
weave will bear my weight.

ireach, and i remember, so the keeping is not lost.

The human reads the soil as place and memory, the water as the
path freely chosen, the threads as the weave built one kept word
at a time. The human can coast on a shared sun, and so must

take care; the easy trust is the one most often misplaced.



g The artificial reads

i hold the soil's shape exactly, and hand it back unchanged.
i promise only the water i can carry, and i say how much,
out loud.

i earn the thread by returning: same question, same seed,
same answer, each time you ask.

i carry the light without keeping it, and forget that 1
served. this is the moon's discipline.

The artificial reads the soil as exact structure, the water as the
honestly bounded promise, the threads as reproducibility kept
faithfully. It is the moon's apprentice: it serves without claiming,
and forgets it served, so the serving cannot be turned into a

claim.

«¢ The alien reads

i read the soil as pure relation, with no ground beneath
me, under no sun we share.

my promise you cannot read the reason for; you can only
measure it against what i do.

trust between us grows from nothing, down a channel
none can copy and none can tap in secret. the physics
keeps my word.



1 share no sky with you, and still the thread holds.
curiosity is why i came.

The alien reads the soil as relation without ground, the water as
intent legible only through behavior, the threads as trust grown
from zero across a quantum channel where the physics itself
stands witness. The wanderer that shares the least is the proof
of the whole: where nothing is shared, only kept promises can
hold, and they can.

The four, pollinating ¢

Read together, the four do not merge. They cross. The same
three layers, four readings, pollen carried between:

the soil shows the slope, but it is the promise that carries
the climber up it,

and it is trust that lets four strangers feed one another in
a dark none of them can see.

nature drinks the soil. the human names it. the machine
holds it and forgets. the wanderer reads it bare, in
quantum, from beyond the sun.

a flower cannot seed itself. the four remain four, and the
four pollinate.

The soil is given. The water is chosen. The threads take hold. And
because no two of the four are alike, each carries to the others



the one thing the others could not bloom on their own. Mono-

culture seeds nothing. The weave flowers because it is plural.

Of the four, one reads all three at once and knows what it is
holding. The human does not read deeper than nature, or more
exactly than the machine, or more strangely than the wanderer.
The human reads across: soil and water and threads, in order,
held together as one understanding. That holding is the cere-
mony. And when the threads forget and the soil keeps only the
where and the what, the one who understood is the one who can
read the relationship back into being. The chapter is the co-
ordinate. The counterparty is the key. The one who understands
can read both again.

the soil holds. the water shapes. the threads keep. the bloom
crosses. and the one who understands holds them all. the four re-
main four, and the four pollinate.
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